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April 18, 1996
DIVERSITY/AFFIRMATTVE ACTION KEYNOTE UM CONFERENCE 
MISSOULA -
Two big-city lawyers with trial experience in diversity and affirmative action lawsuits will 
keynote a conference on issues in higher education Friday morning, April 26, at The University of 
Montana—Missoula.
The event, which will start at 8:45 a.m. in Law Building Room 204, is free and open to the
public.
To lead off the presentations, at 9 a.m. Richard W. Weitzner of Baltimore, will discuss 
"Assessing the Impact of Podberesky v. Kirwan on Efforts To Remedy the Present Effects of 
Historic Discrimination in Higher Education in America. "
At 9:45 a.m. Barry D. Burgdorf of Austin, Texas, will discuss "Contemplating the Demise 
of Bakke: Will the Supreme Court Uphold the Decision in Hopwood v. Texas?"
A talk by UM President George Dennison about the future of diversity at the University at 
10:30 a.m. and a panel discussion in response to the three presentations at 10:45 a.m. will complete 
the conference agenda.
Weitzner is assistant attorney general in the Educational Affairs Division of the Maryland 
Office of the Attorney General. In 1994 he was a member of the litigation team in Podberesky vs. 




Burgdorf, an associate with Vinson and Elkins law firm, was part of a winning team in 1994 
that tried the Hopwood case in federal court, which upheld the affirmative action admissions 
program at the university’s law school. Last month the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals reversed 
the decision.
Panelists are law Associate Professor Raymond Cross; College of Arts and Sciences Dean 
James Flightner; African American Studies Director Edward Sanford; Native American Studies 
Director Bonnie Craig; UM Legal Counsel David Aronofsky; and Leroy Schramm, legal counsel for 
the Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education.
The conference is sponsored by UM’s Diversity Advisory Council, School of Law and 
Native American Studies Program. It is approved for 3.5 Continuing Legal Education credits.
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